TIME TO DEAL WITH YOUR MONITORING SETUP

by Craig Anderton

No matter what you do in the studio, you need to hear it properly—and this month's
selection of gadgets is intended to give you a better monitoring environment.

Primacoustic Recoil
Stabilizers

And speaking of skeptical . . . Primaccustic
sent me an email claiming their Recoil
Stabilizer pads ($99 each retail) for near-
field monitors made a dramatic improve-
ment in the sound. Sure. Did it come with
a green felt tip pen you could run around
the rim of a CD to improve the sound, too?

Apparently resigned to people not
believing them, Primacoustic sent out
prototypes to a bunch of high-profile
engineers and reviewers—including yours
truly—and asked for comments. None
of us compared notes, but we all noticed
the same thing: more consistent bass,
superior imaging, and a tighter sound.
How can a stupid foam pad do this?

It turns out the “secret” is the thick
metal plate on top of the pad. When sitting
on a standard foam pad and pushing air,
a speaker sways back and forth ever so
slightly. The plate stabilizes the speaker, which
is supposedly the reason for the improved
sound and imaging. Whatever; it works.

Primacoustic set up an A/B demo at
AES of the same speakers on the Recoil
Stabilizers and regular foarmn pads, and |
heard the same difference | heard in my
studio—as did other showgoers. We're
not talking a subtle difference, but one you
can pick out with your eyes closed. Bottom
line: Before you replace your monitors,
give the Recoil Stabilizers a shot—they
could be the most cost-effective upgrade
you can make to your monitoring setup.
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